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“LESSONS FROM THREE FOUNDING FATHERS” 

(Father’s Day Message) 

 

Intro … This message today is dedicated especially to our Dads ... for the 

Fathers and the Grandfathers and the Great Grandfathers who make up  

our congregation this morning.  

 

God looks with particular favor upon you. You stand in His Stead.  

You bear the very designation that He has used to describe Himself – FATHER. 

 

You shape your world in ways that you can’t even imagine ...  

You influence your children and grandchildren’s lives in ways far beyond  

your comprehension.  

 

It’s an awesome thing – an awesome privilege and responsibility – to be 

someone’s “Father”. In fact it can seem overwhelming ... more than  

one man has lamented ...  “I just can’t do it”. 

 

And yet countless men through the years have pulled it off wonderfully.  

I trust that you had a Dad who did – I sure glad that mine did. 

 

This morning under the title “Lessons From Three Founding Fathers” I would 

share three pieces of advice that have served Dads well throughout the  

years – three pieces of advice that come from the “Founding Fathers of  

Our Faith” themselves. These are not words that they actually uttered, but 

lessons that their lives demonstrated. 

 

So let’s turn our attention now to ... 

 

TODAY’S KEY FOCUS …  

THE FOUNDING FATHERS OF OUR FAITH 

ABRAHAM – ISAAC – JACOB  

 

Abraham, his Son Isaac and his Son Jacob ... their stories are told in the middle 

chapters of the Book of Genesis and their influence is felt throughout the 

remainder of the Scripture.  
 

Everything that God is doing in the world started with these three ...  

they were inseparably linked together in the minds of the Jewish people ...  

They were the Founding Fathers. 



When God confronted Moses at the Burning Bush and told him that he should 

return to Egypt to deliver the Israelites from bondage, GOD identified HIMSELF 

to Moses by saying ... 
 

 “I am the God of your father ... the God of Abraham,  

the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” (Exodus 3:6) 

 

When Moses asked, “Who shall I say has sent me – in whose authority do I say I 

have come?” the Lord answered ... 
 

 “Say to the  Israelites, the Lord, the God of your fathers – the God of Abraham,  

the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob – has sent me.” (Exodus 3:15) 

 

And when the Lord became angry in the desert with His rescued people, 

Moses pleaded with Him by saying ... 
 

 “Remember your servants Abraham, Isaac and Israel (Jacob)” (Exodus 32:13) 

 

This recognition of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as the founding fathers of the 

faith did not die out with Moses ... these men were remembered and revered 

throughout all the centuries that followed. 

 

In the days immediately following the Birth of the Church on the Day of 

Pentecost, the Apostle Peter began his Gospel Presentation with these  

words ...  
 

 “The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, 

 has glorified His servant Jesus.” (Acts 3:13) 

 

In the eyes of the Jews, these three were joined at the hip, you couldn’t say 

one name without saying the others ... Abraham, Isaac and Jacob ...  

The Founding Fathers of the Faith. That would still be true today. 

 

But these three were more than the Founding Fathers of the Jewish Faith ... 

they were the Founding Fathers of the Faith period. 

 

The Apostle Paul would write in his letter to the mostly Gentile Church  

in Rome ...  
 

 “So then ... he (Abraham) is the father of all who believe ...” (Romans 4:11) 

 

And he would write these words to the definitely Gentile Galatians ... 
 

 “Understand then that (all) those who believe  

are children of Abraham ...” (Galatians 3:7) 

 



So there we have it ...  all of us in this room who have placed our faith in Jesus 

Christ are children of Abraham (and by natural connection) children of Isaac 

and Jacob as well ...  

 

So then what can we learn from these Founding Fathers – these men who 

have been identified with our Faith from the very beginning. 

 

Three quickly shared lessons ... one drawn from each …  

 

These lessons apply to all followers of Christ but I address them particularly to 

all Dads here today ... 

 

1. ABRAHAM WOULD SAY … “BELIEVE GOD’S WORD” 

 

Remember, that’s what the Apostle Paul said was the impressive action of 

Abraham’s life ...  Romans 4:3 
 

“Abraham BELIEVED God and it was credited to him as righteousness” 

 

But Paul was only quoting Moses who had recorded the same observation ...  

 

Genesis 15:6 
“Abram BELIEVED the Lord, and HE credited it to him as righteousness” 

 

So what did Abram or Abraham believe ... Some deep and mysterious bits  

of doctrine ... some specific teaching about sin and salvation? 

 

No ... he simply believed the things that God said directly to him ... 
 

I will make of you a great NATION   - Genesis 12:2 

You will be the FATHER of many NATIONS - Genesis 17:3 

Your wife Sarah will bear you a SON - Genesis 17:19  

 

Abraham believed these things, as unlikely as they seemed to be, and  

God rewarded his faith and brought to pass everything that he had said.  

God does not go back on His Word. 

 

Dads ... Abraham would say to us today ... Believe God’s Word! 

 

Whatever the Word of God says to you –  
  

“Believe it and Build your life upon it.” 

 



Let your children see you reading it ... Be sure that your children know that you 

believe it ... Read it to them ... Discuss it with them. Help them become as 

familiar with the Bible Stories as they are with the current Super Heroes.  

Buy them Bible Videos and Bible Story Books. 

 

But most of all ...  BELIEVE IT YOURSELF – MAKE IT THE GUIDEBOOK FOR  

YOUR OWN LIFE.  God blesses those who believe His Word. 

 

 

Now if Abraham would say to us “Believe God’s Word” I believe that ... 

 

2. ISAAC WOULD SAY … “SUBMIT YOURSELF TO GOD’S PLAN” 

 

As you reflect upon these words picture Isaac ... 
 

LYING on the ALTAR … Genesis 22:6-9 
 

Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed it on his son Isaac,  

and he himself carried the fire and the knife. As the two of them went on together, 

Isaac spoke up and said to his father Abraham, “Father?” 
 

“Yes, my son?” Abraham replied. “The fire and wood are here,” Isaac said, 

“but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” Abraham answered,  

“God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” 
 

And the two of them went on together. When they reached the place God  

had told him about, Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.  

He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.” 

 

Isaac was an amazing young man ... he had been a miracle baby ...  

He had been born when his mother and father were both over 90 years old. 

He had known from birth just how special he was ... He knew that he had  

a special part to play in the Plan of God ...  
 

How his faith – his understanding of things – must have been tested that day 

when His aged Father loaded up the donkey with firewood and took him into 

the mountains to offer up a sacrifice to the Lord. 
 

It was Isaac who asked the question ...  
 

“Father, where is the Sacrifice?” 

 

“God will provide” was all that His Father responded ... Abraham was 

operating by faith ... God had said that Isaac would be his heir but  

God had called Abraham to sacrifice Isaac as an act of worship. 

 



Surely the picture became clear to Isaac once his father bound him and laid 

him on the altar that had he had no doubt helped his father build. 

 

Now I am sure that Isaac could have easily overpowered his 100+ year old 

father if he had desired to do so but he didn’t ... His father was operating by 

Faith and Isaac was submitting himself to The Plan. 

 

As we know, Abraham’s faith and Isaac’s submission were rewarded and God 

did provide an animal for the sacrifice. It was a remarkable test passed by 

them both. It likely prepared Isaac for this next test … 

 

Picture Isaac now ... 

 

WAITING for his WIFE  - Genesis 24:63-67 

 
He (Isaac) went out to the field one evening, and as he 

looked up, he saw camels approaching. 
 

Rebekah also looked up and saw Isaac. She got down from 

her camel and asked the servant, “Who is that man in the field coming 

to meet us?” “He is my master,” the servant answered. So she took her veil  

and covered herself. Then the servant told Isaac all he had done. 
 

Isaac brought her into the tent of his mother Sarah, and he 

married Rebekah. So she became his wife, and he loved her; 

and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death. 

 

Well that sounds like everything worked out just fine and it did but the  

whole process provided for Isaac what could have been some very anxious 

moments – particularly if the servant told Isaac ahead of time what he  

was planning to do. 

 

Here’s the rest of the story …It was time for Isaac to be married ... His father 

had dispatched his chief servant to go and procure a bride from among their 

relatives. Isaac would be “forced” to marry whomever the servant brought 

back – that could be unnerving in and of itself. 

 

In addition to that, the servant had come up with a most scary plan ...  

 

He would travel to the town where he was to go and he would settle himself 

down by the well and wait for some young woman to come out to draw 

water. He would ask her for a drink ... and if she said “Yes, I will get you a  

drink and I will also draw water for your camels” he would know that  

she was the one. 



Surely such a young woman would possess a most generous heart – a woman 

who would make a wonderful wife and mother. 
 

However here’s the scary part  ... What kind of woman would have the 

strength and the fortitude to draw water for ten thirsty camels.  
 

Couldn’t you just imagine some extremely muscular young lady with a 50 

gallon drum on her shoulder coming out and saying, in a deep masculine 

sounding voice, “Sure, I’ll be happy to”. 
 

I imagine Isaac could ...  

 

But if he could submit to the plan of God when his very life was at stake (like  

it was when his father tied to the altar) surely he could submit to God’s Plan  

when it was only his future wife at stake. And he did … 
 

His submission was rewarded ... The young woman who came out to the  

well and who agreed to do the deed was Rebekah and she was beautiful. 

Isaac loved her until the day she died. 

 

Isaac would say to every father here today ...  
 

“Submit yourself to the Plan of God ...  

It always works out best when you do.” 

 

Make sure that there are things that you do and that you lead your family  

in doing simply because the “Bible says that we should”. 

 

Are we going to church this week ... “No question about it.” 

Are we going to bring our tithe on Firstfruits Sunday ... “Absolutely!” 

 

Abraham would say ... “Believe God” ... 
 

Isaac would add “Submit to God’s Plan” 

 

Now it’s Grandson Jacob’s turn. I believe ... 
 

3. JACOB WOULD SAY … “HANG ON TO GOD HIMSELF” 
 

“I will not LET you GO unless you bless me” ... Genesis 32:26 
 

Jacob was in many ways a scoundrel ... He tricked his older brother out of  

his inheritance and his blessing. He spent many years of his life in exile from  

his family. But there came a defining moment – a moment that can provide 

hope for any dad here that perhaps doesn’t have a sterling track record. 

 

 



Genesis 32 is describing the moment in Jacob’s life when he is returning  

home ...  

 

He fears meeting his brother Esau but he knows it’s time to be reunited with  

his family and to get back to the land that the Lord had promised to his 

Grandfather Abraham and to his Father Isaac and to him. 
 

You might say that he realizes that it’s time for him to get back “with the 

program” of becoming that “Great Nation” that God had first spoken to 

Abraham about. 
 

So as he is on his way, in fact the very night before he would encounter  

his brother for the first time in years, a man (most likely an angel) sent  

by God wrestled with him all night. 

 

When morning broke the man said, “Let me go for it is daybreak”. 

And here is Jacob’s wonderful response ... 
 

“I will not let you go unless (until) you bless me.” 

 

Jacob recognized that he had his hands on something that was way out  

of the ordinary ... I take that moment as a kind of example or parable  

to you and me. 

 

Hang on to God Himself ... keep it personal ... Keep it between you and Him. 

Don’t be satisfied with truths about Him (as wonderful as they are) – Don’t be 

content with simply doing things for Him (as satisfying as that is) ... Don’t be 

content with anything less than an on-going personal relationship with Him. 

That’s something your children can’t miss. God will indeed bless you. 

 

So ... From Father Abraham we learn ... “Believe God’s Word”. 

        From Father Isaac we learn  ... “Submit To God’s Plan”. 

       And from Father Jacob we learn ... “Hang On To God Himself”.  

 

Three Great Lessons From The Founding Fathers Of Our Faith! 

 

Now here’s an exciting final thot ... 

 

FINAL THOT …    
 

Every FATHER can be a FOUNDING Father - The father that subsequent 

generations will look back upon as the one who “STARTED IT ALL”. 
 

 


